DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 424 801 


HE 031 596 


AUTHOR 


Atkin, Eugene 


TITLE 


Identifying Dominant Stage of Intellectual Development: 
Knowing and Learning. AIR 1998 Annual Forum Paper. 


PUB DATE 


1998-05-19 


NOTE 


2 3p . ; Paper presented at the Annual Forum of the Association 
for Institutional Research (38th, Minneapolis, MN, May 
17-20, 1998) . 


PUB TYPE 


Reports - Research (143) -- Speeches/Meeting Papers (150) 


EDRS PRICE 


MF01/PC01 Plus Postage. 


DESCRIPTORS 


Age Differences; *Alumni; ^Cognitive Style; College Transfer 
Students; Community Colleges; ^Developmental Stages; Higher 
Education; intellectual Development; Models; Sex 
Differences; *Two Year College Students 


IDENTIFIERS 

ABSTRACT 


*AIR Forum; Baxter Magolda (Marcia) 

This study used survey data to identify college students’ 



dominant learning stages, basing it on Marcia Baxter Magolda 1 s (1992) 
Epistemological Reflection Model. A total of 699 alumni of a midwestern 
community college who had completed at least 30 credit hours transferable to 
baccalaureate degrees elsewhere completed a survey that incorporated three of 
Baxter Magolda's four dominant learning stages- -absolutist , transitional, and 
independent. The respondents had been last enrolled at the institution 1 or 3 
years prior to the survey, and about four- fifths had completed transfers to 
baccalaureate-granting institutions. Factor analysis indicated that more male 
than female alumni were further along the continuum of preferred learning 
stages. Alumni who had first enrolled at the institution at age 24 or older 
had progressed further on the continuum than had younger alumni. Among men, 
those at the middle, transitional, stage were less likely to rate the 
institution as helpful than those at either of the other two stages . Among 
women, but not men, completion of a bachelor’s degree was associated with the 
dominant learning stage. Five data tables are appended. (Contains 14 
references.) (MDM) 
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How might colleges identify and measure changes in the dominant learning stages of groups of alumni or students? 
Marcia Baxter Magolda’s 1992 Epistemological Reflection Model, a revision of William Perry’s 1970 work, 
identified several stages of intellectual and ethical development at which students might experience difficulty. 
Baxter Magolda used qualitative research (interviews scored holistically) to gain evidence of individual students’ 
dominant stages. To gain evidence for large groups, this study considers using survey data instead of interviews 
for groups too large for interviews to be feasible. Data were collected as part of a survey of baccalaureate program 
al umni at a mid-sized suburban community college. Factor analysis successfully produced equal sized but different 
loadings for men and women. Dominant learning stage was associated with demographic variables for gender, age 
and racial ethnic identy, and with several measures of outcomes: perceptions of the helpfulness of general 
education objectives in mathematics, cumulative GPA, whether alumni had transferred to a four-year degree 
programs, and whether they had earned bachelor’s degrees. Chi-square tests aand analyses of variance were used. 
This process may provide a “pattern of evidence” useful in assessing learning in general or liberal education and in 
planning for new or improved curricula. 
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